
Tebbutt MP
Deputy Premier

Minister for Climate Change and the Environment I Minister for Commerce

Our reference: MD09/595

Ms Kim Anson

General Manager
Marrickville Council
PO Box 14

PETERSHAM NSW 2049

DearMs/Anson
Thank you for your letter of 11 February 2009 regarding Council's support for the introduction of a
container deposit scheme in NSW. I apologise for the delay in responding.

I commend Council's commitment to waste minimisation and its support for environmentally
sustainable practices.

The NSW Government is committed to waste reduction and supports the National Packaging
Covenant, which sets recycling and packaging targets, and requires action plans from industry to
deal with every type of packaging waste, not just beverage containers.

The NSW Government believes that it is important to give this national scheme time to deliver on
its targets. However, if it is found that the Covenant is not delivering sufficient reductions in
packaging, then other instruments to reduce waste, such as container deposit legislation, will be
considered. Environment Ministers across Australia have made this clear to the packaging
industry.

In November 2008, the Environment Protection and Heritage Council (EPHC), which comprises
environment ministers from the Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments, noted the
results of a mid term review of the Covenant. The review showed that packaging recycling rates
have substantially improved and were at 56 per cent. The review also indicated that individual
companies are using more appropriate packaging and have reduced the quantity of packaging
materials used.

NSW also continues to make good progress against targets established under the NSW Waste
Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy. Some of the highlights reported in the latest progress
report include:

• the amount of waste recycling in Sydney has increased from and estimated 38% in 2000 to
54% in 200607

• statewide packaging collected from kerbside has increased by 21%
• 119 councils now provide kerbside collections, a 19% increase since 2000

Copies of the 2008 Progress Report are available on the Department of Environment and Climate
Change's website at  

There has also been favourable improvement of beverage container recovery under the Covenant.
NSW Council data shows the majority of beverage containers consumed in the home are disposed
of via the council kerbside recycling bin. Furthermore, the number of beverage containers in the
general waste stream is decreasing each year.
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an earlier EPHC meeting in April 2008, all environment ministers agreed to investigate the
merits of a national container deposit system. This investigation is underway and an assessment
report will be considered by the EPHC at its meeting in May 2009.

Additional information about the efforts of the EPHC to address the environmental impacts of litter
from packaging wastes is available from its website at  

I trust this information is of assistance.

Yours sincerely

30 APR 2009
Carmel Tebbutt MP

Deputy Premier
Minister for Climate Change and the Environment


