
Council Meeting - 10/08 - 16 December, 2008 
NM 45 - PROMOTE SOLAR FOR MARRICKVILLE 
For Decision 
 

Councillor Max Phillips 

Motion: 

That a report be provided to Council on the feasibility and cost of offering logistic and financial 
assistance to residents installing solar hot water, heat pump water heaters and solar photo-voltaic 
systems on their homes and small businesses. 
 
That the report investigate: 

1. potential savings that could be passed on to residents through Council ‘bulk buying’ solar 
panels and other equipment; 

2. potential savings that could be passed on to residents through the strategic rollout of solar 
in areas of the local government area;   

3. feasibility and financial issues relating to Council providing interest-free loans to residents 
through the rates notice or other methods for solar installations; 

4. other incentives that Marrickville Council could implement to encourage residents to install 
solar hot water and solar photovoltaic systems; 

5. possible grants to help fund such a program be identified; 
6. and that such a program be considered as part of the 2009 budget process. 

 
 

Background: 
 
Solar hot water and solar photovoltaic are two technologies that can be implemented now to help 
reduce household carbon emissions.  Marrickville Council should investigate what it can do to assist 
local residents and small business to install and finance solar systems. 

Solar Hot Water Heaters  
Water heating is estimated to account for around 30% of household energy consumption – yet only 
about 1 in 20 homes has a solar hot water heater. Solar hot water systems provide most homes with 
the capacity to significantly reduce their greenhouse gas emissions as well as their energy bills. For 
example, gas boosted solar hot water systems emit only about 100kg of greenhouse gases per year, 
compared to about 4000kg for traditional electric storage hot water systems. The uptake of solar hot 
water systems in Australia has been poor due to the higher up front cost when compared to 
traditional gas or electric water heating. Solar hot water systems cost between $2,000 and $3,000 
more than electric storage systems and have a payback period of around 5-8 years. 

Solar Photovoltaic 

Solar electricity generated from roof top panels is a method of electricity generation that does not 
generate any greenhouse emissions or other form of pollution.  The high up front cost and cheap 
coal-fired electricity has prevented many households from installing solar panels. Solar panels can be 



‘grid connected’ contributing excess electricity to the grid during the day, and using electricity from 
the grid at night.   

 In recognition of the need to promote the uptake of solar panels, the Federal Government offers a 
means tested rebate of up to $8,000 per household.  State governments have implemented or are in 
the processes of implementing ‘feed in’ tariffs which offer high prices for renewable electricity fed 
into the grid as an incentive to build more renewable energy.  Germany is the world leader in solar 
technology and installation because of its generous feed in laws. 

Currently a resident wanting to install a standard 1kw system will face an upfront installation cost of 
about $3,000 after rebates. 

The proposal is to investigate ways in which Marrickville Council can assist  residents to install solar 
hot water, heat pump hot water or solar photo voltaic. 

Bulk buying solar products – Marrickville Council could potentially bulk buy or have some kind of 
arrangement with solar companies to lower the cost of solar panels, inverters and other equipment. 
The potential economies of scale savings could be passed on to residents and local small businesses. 

Strategic roll out – There may also be potential savings in  strategic roll out of technologies.  For 
example, if multiple households in one street all intend to install solar, then there may be savings to 
be made in the installation costs. Aussie Solar (www.aussiesolar.com.au) is currently offering 
installation of 1kw systems for under $1,000 if 30+ households in one area install a 1kw system. 

Interest-free loans through rates notice – Some councils already offer interest free loans for 
rainwater tanks.  This potentially helps defray the up front cost for an install these technologies over 
a longer time period.  Energy savings from the install will help the resident fund the repayment over 
time.  Council could potentially lend against its reserves or make an arrangement with a financial 
institution. 

Other potential benefits – By encouraging solar hot water and photovoltaic, not only would 
Marrickville Council be assisting residents to lower their carbon footprints and combat climate 
change, but it would also attract green technology businesses to our area, skill up local people in a 
growth industry and provide ‘green collar’ jobs in our area. 

 

General Manager Reports: 
This Motion, if adopted, requires the preparation of a report which can be provided within 
existing operations once a new staff member commences in January. However, it may not 
be possible for the report to be prepared in January, which would be required in order for it 
to be considered as part of the 2009/10 budget process. Staff will attempt to meet this 
deadline. 
 

 

 


