
Notice of Motion 

 Distribution of bottled water and public water fountains 

Councillor Phillips 

Motion: 
That Marrickville Council: 

1) cease purchasing and distributing single serve bottled still water for use within 
Council buildings and facilities and at events where practical.  

2) investigates installing public water fountains in highly trafficked public places, 
similar to the modern filtered water fountains installed by Manly Council on the 
Manly Corso. 

3) raise awareness through its website and other publications about the 
environmental issues associated with bottled water and promotes the use of 
tap water. 

4) Write to the Premier congratulating him on ceasing the distribution of bottled 
water within NSW Government Departments and asking that his government 
look seriously into implementing a container deposit scheme in NSW. 

Background: 
Bottled still water is an unnecessary and unsustainable product.  Marrickville Council can 
stop distributing bottled water and actively encourage the use of tap water by installing 

modern water fountains in its public places, such 
as at the Manly Corso (pictured). 

This motion is consistent with Marrickville 
Community Plan 2025 strategic goal to: 

“make Marrickville a centrepiece of inner-city 
ecologically sustainable development and 
environmentally sensitive principles through 
education, planning, programs, cooperation,  
and promotion of responsible individual and 
corporate conduct” 

Litter and landfill 
Australians drank 550 million litres of bottled 
water in 2004-05.  65% of plastic water bottles 
end up in landfill. These bottles will take over a 
thousand years to degrade. 

Many other bottles litter our neighbourhood or are 
washed down drains and into waterways such as 
the Cooks River, Johnstons Creek, Hawthorne 



Canal or the Alexandra Canal and then out to sea. 

 

Greenhouse gas emissions, oil use and water use 
The Department of Environment and Climate Change has estimated that about 200ml of oil 
is used to produce each litre bottle of water, including in the plastic, transportation and 
refrigeration.  Overall, the average energy cost to make the plastic, fill the bottle, transport it 
to market and then deal with the waste would be like filling up a quarter of every litre bottle 
with oil.  Multiply that by half a billion bottles each year and that is a significant use of oil. 

Bottle water is a heavy commodity and transport by ship and by truck produces considerable 
greenhouse gases.  Australian bottled water use last year was responsible for more than 
60,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions - the same amount 13,000 cars generate in 12 
months. 

Up to three litres of water is used to produce each litre of bottle water – so it wastes 
considerable amount of precious water. 

Effect on marine environment and marine animals 
Bottles, bottle caps and rings, and other bits of plastic that make their way to the ocean are 
becoming a big environmental problem.  Plastic does not breakdown easily and most plastic 
tends to float on the surface of the water. 

Although we have only been producing plastic since the 1940s, there are already an 
estimated 13,000 pieces of plastic for every square kilometre of the ocean surface.  At the 
Pacific gyres (where currents tend to deposit floating material) there is up to six times more 
bits of floating plastic than there is plankton by weight. 
 
Large pieces of plastic can be swallowed by turtles, whales and fish and can choke their 
digestive system so they starve to death. Tiny pieces of plastic are easily swallowed by 
marine life and can have a deadly effect. More than one million seabirds and 100,000 marine 
mammals are killed as a result every year. 
 
See: “Plastic in the Open Ocean” www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxNqzAHGXvs 

See also: “The Plastic Killing Fields”, Sydney Morning Herald: 
www.smh.com.au/news/environment/the-plastic-killing-
fields/2007/12/28/1198778702627.html?page=fullpage 

Economic 
Each year Australians spend about $500 million every year on bottled water.   

The average price of bottled water is $2.53 a litre against about a cent a litre for tap water.  
Bottled water is between 240-10,000 times more expensive than tap water - more than is 
paid for petrol, even though approximately 25% of bottled water has been sourced directly 
from municipal tap water systems. Over 90% of the cost of bottled water is associated with 
the bottle, lid and label. 
 
Marrickville Council can save money by supplying tap water at events.  
 



Health  
Bottled water does not contain fluoride.  Some dentists are concerned that children growing 
up drinking mainly bottled water will not have their teeth strengthened and protected by 
fluoride.  

Other institutions that have banned bottled water 

• On 9 July 2009, the NSW State Government has banned the distribution of bottled 
water in all government departments.  

• Also on the 9 July the town of Bundanoon decided to cease selling bottled water. 

• The Local Government Association of NSW passed a motion supporting a campaign 
to alert people to the environmental impact of water bottles.  

• The Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) has sent a memo to 
staff saying bottled water will no longer be provided at its 120 offices - and 
encouraging staff to avoid buying their own. 

• Manly Council has banned the distribution of bottled water by Council and has 
installed modern filtered water bubblers. 

• San Francisco, USA - has banned the distribution of bottle water. 

• Los Angeles, USA - restricts the use of city funds for purchasing bottled water. 

• Liverpool Council, UK - has banned bottled water at Council events.  

• Vancouver, Canada has banned the sale of bottled water on City property. 

• Toronto, Canada - gave away 20,000 sports bottles bearing slogan, “Fill with 
Toronto’s High Quality Tap Water,” to residents in summer 2006. 

• Paris, France - serves only tap water at official city events. 

• Florence, Italy - City Council and other public offices offer only tap water. 

• New York City, USA – The City’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and 
Department of Environmental Protection are sponsoring a $700,000 campaign to 
promote tap water over bottled water. 

 

 

 

 



 

smh.com.au 
Rees bans bottled water 

 

Bundanoon moves to ban the sale of bottled water ... (from left) bike and cafe shop owner 
Huw Kingston, deli owner Trudy McGrath, Do Something! director Jon Dee and newsagent 
Peter Stewart. Photo: Peter Rae 

Ben Cubby and Alexandra Smith 

July 9, 2009  

THE State Government has followed the lead of the Southern Highlands village of 
Bundanoon, and moved to ban commercially bottled water in all government departments 
and agencies. 

The Premier, Nathan Rees, said he was seeking "urgent advice" on ways to reduce bottled 
water consumption across the state, including a public campaign highlighting the economic 
and environmental costs of the bottled water market. 

At a Bundanoon town meeting last night, residents debated the merits of a local ban, which 
apparently has widespread support and may come into effect later this year. 

------------------------------------------------ 
Your say, Poll 
------------------------------------------------ 

The bottled water industry, which sent representatives to Bundanoon last night to monitor the 
outcome, was fighting a rearguard action yesterday to protect the trade. Australians spent 
about $500 million on bottled water in 2008, a 10 per cent increase on 2007. 

http://blogs.smh.com.au/environment/archives/2009/07/are_we_demonising_sharks.html
http://www.smh.com.au/polls/politics/form.html


Mr Rees said he had asked the Department of Premier and Cabinet and the Department of 
Environment and Climate Change to come up with ways to "significantly reduce" bottled 
water use. 

"We're asking government departments to phase it out unless there is obvious and practical 
commonsense reasons not to, in the event someone doesn't have cool water in a hot 
environment," he said. 

Mr Rees said there was no reason to drink bottled water because tap water had a better taste. 

"As water minister, I conducted a survey of 300 people with Ian Kiernan from Clean Up 
Australia, which dispelled the myth that bottled water tastes better," Mr Rees said. 

"The reality is that the majority of people preferred tap water over spring or purified water in 
a blind taste test." 

"These plastic bottles are everywhere," Mr Rees told reporters. 

"It's not just the direct plastic bottle that causes the physical reality in our local environment. 

"Bear this in mind. You take a 600ml plastic bottle, 200ml of oil has gone into its production. 

"That's leaving aside the C02 that comes from transporting it around the place." 

Bottled water has been banned in ministerial offices at Governor Macquarie Tower in 
Sydney's CBD since Mr Rees became Premier last year. 

Bundanoon votes to ban bottled water 

Huw Kingston, the Bundanoon cafe and bike shop owner who developed the idea of a ban, 
said his community was strongly supporting such a ban. 

Almost 400 people turned up to the Bundanoon Memorial Hall, with only two casting 
dissenting votes, he said. 

"We're not trying to save the world by doing this - it's a small step - but it's time somebody 
stood up to this wonderful marketing con job that says we will sell you water at 300 times the 
price of water from the tap," he said. 

The bottled water ban would have no legislative force, instead relying on the town's 
shopkeepers maintaining a united position.  

People would be able to fill their own bottles for free from filtered water fountains to be 
installed on the main street and in the local public school. 

Mr Kingston said he had been bombarded by people wanting to know about the proposal, and 
had fielded calls yesterday from London and Japan. 

"It was the biggest ever turnout in the community here at Bundanoon - it's overwhelming 
support," Mr Kingston said. 



"We can now continue with our route of making Bundanoon Australia's first bottled water-
free town. 

"We can go forward with the strength of the community and the businesses right behind us." 

The voluntary ban has been triggered by concerns about the carbon footprint associated with 
bottling and transporting the water. 

'Healthy choice' 

The bottled water lobby said having bottled water on shop shelves gave people a healthier 
and equally convenient alternative to soft drinks. 

"The suggestion that the general public is being conned by marketing is quite insulting, and 
as a member of the general public I take umbrage with that," said Geoff Parker, the chief 
executive of the Australasian Bottled Water Institute, the industry group that represents most 
commercial water-bottling firms. 

"The public is aware of the costs and should be allowed to make their own choice - people 
need to satisfy their hydration needs from a whole range of sources. 

"The environmental footprint of one bottle of water of locally produced water would be much 
smaller than a tin of canned tomatoes imported from overseas, some imported cheese, or 
French champagne," he said. 

"I think we need to keep it in perspective." 

'Saving the environment' 

Environmental group Do Something! welcomed the Government and Bundanoon bans, 
saying they could be the catalyst for change in the community. 

"It's all about common sense," Do Something! director Jon Dee said. 

"When you reduce the usage of bottled water you're not just saving the environment, you're 
also saving your wallet at the same time. 

"It makes total sense whether you're a government department or whether you're a company, 
whether it's in smaller bottles or the larger bottles that get delivered to offices." 

Mr Dee said it made no sense for people to pay twice as much for a litre of bottled water than 
for a litre of petrol. 

"The bottled water industry has managed to convince people that bottled water is somehow 
pure or better for you than water you drink out of the tap," he said. 

"But we have among the best tap water in the world." 

State Government research has shown that more than half the plastic water bottles sold are 
never used again, and end up in landfill sites or as litter. 



Garrett backs bottled water ban 

Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett says other states should consider following NSW 
Premier Nathan Rees's lead in banning bottled water from their departments. 

"I think it's worth looking at," Mr Garrett told ABC Radio. 

"Quite clearly we're having a really important, pretty healthy debate about the value of 
bottled water. 

"It's up to individual state governments to decide what positions they want to take, but I think 
Nathan has done the right thing." 

Mr Garrett said he tried to avoid bottled water, and re-used plastic bottles as often as he 
could. 

- Last night the Federal Government released a discussion paper on the design of a national 
waste policy, which it hopes to bring into force next year. 

Mr Garrett said the policy would focus on treating waste as a resource rather than rubbish, 
and the policy document suggested that it would feature greater emphasis on businesses 
taking responsibility for the products they produce. 

The Government is inviting public comments before July 31. 

- with AAP 

 


