
Notice of Motion 

 Distribution of bottled water and public water fountains 

Councillor Phillips 

Motion: 
That Marrickville Council 

1) cease purchasing and distributing single serve bottled still water for use within 
Council buildings and facilities and at events.  

2) investigates installing public water fountains in highly trafficked public places, 
similar to the modern filtered water fountains installed by Manly Council on the 
Manly Corso. 

3) raise awareness through its website and other publications about the 
environmental issues associated with bottled water and promotes the use of 
tap water. 

Background: 
Bottled still water is an unnecessary and unsustainable product.  Marrickville Council can 
stop distributing bottled water and actively encourage the use of tap water by installing 

modern water fountains in its public places, such 
as at the Manly Corso (pictured). 

This motion is consistent with Marrickville 
Community Plan 2025 strategic goal to: 

“make Marrickville a centrepiece of inner-city 
ecologically sustainable development and 
environmentally sensitive principles through 
education, planning, programs, cooperation,  
andpromotion of responsible individual and 
corporate conduct” 

Litter and landfill 
Australians drank 550 million litres of bottled 
water in 2004-05.  65% of plastic water bottles 
end up in landfill. These bottles will take over a 
thousand years to degrade. 

Many other bottles litter our neighbourhood or are 
washed down drains and into waterways such as 
the Cooks River, Johnstons Creek, Hawthorne 
Canal or the Alexandra Canal and then out to 
sea. 



 

Greenhouse gas emissions, oil use and water use 
The Department of Environment and Climate Change has estimated that about 200ml of oil 
is used to produce each litre bottle of water, including in the plastic, transportation and 
refrigeration.  Overall, the average energy cost to make the plastic, fill the bottle, transport it 
to market and then deal with the waste would be like filling up a quarter of every litre bottle 
with oil.  Multiply that by half a billion bottles each year and that is a significant use of oil. 

Bottle water is a heavy commodity and transport by ship and by truck produces considerable 
greenhouse gases.  Australian bottled water use last year was responsible for more than 
60,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions - the same amount 13,000 cars generate in 12 
months. 

Up to three litres of water is used to produce each litre of bottle water – so it wastes 
considerable amount of precious water. 

Effect on marine environment and marine animals 
Bottles, bottle caps and rings, and other bits of plastic that make their way to the ocean are 
becoming a big environmental problem.  Plastic does not breakdown easily and most plastic 
tends to float on the surface of the water. 

Although we have only been producing plastic since the 1940s, there are already an 
estimated 13,000 pieces of plastic for every square kilometre of the ocean surface.  At the 
Pacific gyres (where currents tend to deposit floating material) there is up to six times more 
bits of floating plastic than there is plankton by weight. 
 
Large pieces of plastic can be swallowed by turtles, whales and fish and can choke their 
digestive system so they starve to death. Tiny pieces of plastic are easily swallowed by 
marine life and can have a deadly effect. More than one million seabirds and 100,000 marine 
mammals are killed as a result every year. 
 
See: “Plastic in the Open Ocean” www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxNqzAHGXvs 

See also: “The Plastic Killing Fields”, Sydney Morning Herald: 
www.smh.com.au/news/environment/the-plastic-killing-
fields/2007/12/28/1198778702627.html?page=fullpage 

Economic 
Each year Australians spend about $500 million every year on bottled water.   

The average price of bottled water is $2.53 a litre against about a cent a litre for tap water.  
Bottled water is between 240-10,000 times more expensive than tap water - more than is 
paid for petrol, even though approximately 25% of bottled water has been sourced directly 
from municipal tap water systems. Over 90% of the cost of bottled water is associated with 
the bottle, lid and label. 
 
Marrickville Council can save money by supplying tap water at events.  
 

Health  
Bottled water does not contain fluoride.  Some dentists are concerned that children growing 



up drinking mainly bottled water will not have their teeth strengthened and protected by 
fluoride.  

Other institutions that have banned bottled water 

• The Local Government Association of NSW passed a motion supporting a campaign 
to alert people to the environmental impact of water bottles.  

• The Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) has sent a memo to 
staff saying bottled water will no longer be provided at its 120 offices - and 
encouraging staff to avoid buying their own. 

• Manly Council has banned the distribution of bottled water by Council and has 
installed modern filtered water bubblers. 

• San Francisco, USA - has banned the distribution of bottle water. 

• Los Angeles, USA - restricts the use of city funds for purchasing bottled water. 

• Liverpool Council, UK - has banned bottled water at Council events.  

• Vancouver, Canada has banned the sale of bottled water on City property. 

• Toronto, Canada - gave away 20,000 sports bottles bearing slogan, “Fill with 
Toronto’s High Quality Tap Water,” to residents in summer 2006. 

• Paris, France - serves only tap water at official city events. 

• Florence, Italy - City Council and other public offices offer only tap water. 

• New York City, USA – The City’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and 
Department of Environmental Protection are sponsoring a $700,000 campaign to 
promote tap water over bottled water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bottled water 'bad as smoking'  
By Brian Williams - The Courier-Mail 
 
February 19, 2008 

 
Clean up Australia ... anyone who buys bottled water needs their head examined, says Ian Kiernan 

• Drinking bottle of water same as driving car 1km 
• Full environmental footprint "frightening" 

DRINKING bottled water is so anti-environment that it should be made as unfashionable as 
smoking. 

A British study has found that drinking a bottle of water has the same impact on the 
environment as driving a car a kilometre.  
 
Its production generated up to 600 times more CO2 than tap water.  
 
The research was backed strongly yesterday by Clean Up Australia chairman Ian Kiernan, 
who said using the product was destructive to the environment and users should suffer from 
social taboos.  
 
"Anyone buying this stuff needs to have their head examined," Mr Kiernan said.  
 
"It works out that for those buying water shipped in from overseas, they are paying 
something like $9000 to $10,000 a tonne for water that's worth about a dollar here.  
 
"The full environmental footprint is frightening when you take into account the greenhouse 
gases produced in bottling, trucking and shipping. And do people realise the bottle is made 
from oil anyway?"  
 
Mr Kiernan said the product had been well marketed to young people from a dietary 
perspective but bottled water was like plastic bags – yesterday's product.  

http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=window.location
http://www.news.com.au/share/popup/
http://www.news.com.au/story/0,23599,23238015-2,00.html
http://www.news.com.au/story/0,23599,23238015-2,00.html


 
The bottles also are becoming a major litter problem, with a Clean Up Australia survey 
finding plastic beverage and other containers account for about half of the top 10 litter items.  
 
Mr Kiernan called on state Sustainability Minister Andrew McNamara to introduce a deposit 
system on drink containers which would drastically lift recycling rates.  
 
Mr McNamara rejected the call, saying a deposit scheme was not being considered. 
Queensland instead would pursue re-use of a greater proportion of waste.  
 
A Newspoll survey commissioned by Clean Up Australia found that 87 per cent of people 
supported a deposit system and that a 10c refund on a container would drastically reduce 
rubbish.  

 


