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File Ref: 4056-03   

From Councillor Max Phillips 

Background

Council is currently in the process of negotiating to purchase the property at 6 Livingstone Road 
Petersham with the intention of demolishing the building to expand Council’s Chester Street car 
park.

6 Livingstone Road is an unusual and substantial building, and serves as a landmark for many 
residents living in the Marrickville Local Government Area.  It was identified by Council’s Urban 
Centres consultants as a unique building that should be retained under the master plan for the 
Petersham main street area. 

Council’s historian has records that show the building to be over one hundred years old.  It was 
originally built by James Gould, an alderman of Marrickville Council for North Ward from 1890 – 
1908.  Gould was Mayor in 1897, 1898 and 1905. 

The first record of the building at 6 Livingstone Road was in 1905 and was listed as J Gould & 
Sons, produce store.  Gould & Sons operated a produce store at Petersham and in Dulwich Hill.  

By 1929 the property had been purchased by Charles Thomas Haywood and George Beynon 
whose business was described as a carrier.  The building still bears the Beynon & Haywood name. 

Despite the buildings interesting social history, age and unique architecture for Petersham, Council 
officers have not been able to find any record of a heritage assessment having been conducted. 

Whether Councillors support the expansion of the car park or not, the principle of due diligence 
requires Council to investigate the heritage aspects of the building at 6 Livingstone Road prior to 
purchasing the property. 

To purchase the property at 6 Livingstone Road without conducting a proper heritage assessment 
would be seen by many ratepayers as being imprudent and reckless. 

The property at 6 Livingstone Road has been on the market for several years.  Council is unlikely 
to lose out by any suspension of negotiations on the property until a thorough heritage assessment 
has been conducted. 
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MOTION:

THAT Council: 

1. commission a thorough heritage assessment of 6 Livingstone Road to provide Council with 
advice as to whether the building should be demolished to expand the Chester Street car 
park;  and 

2. suspend all negotiations over the purchase of the property at 6 Livingstone Road until the 
heritage assessment has concluded and Council has received and reflected on the heritage 
report.

General Manager reports:

The estimated cost of a heritage assessment is $5000 - $7000. Should Council be successful in 
negotiating the purchase of the property, it is proposed that the purchase be subject to 
development approval for demolition of the building following a development assessment process 
including a heritage assessment. 

Officers do not agree that all the wording in paragraph 2 of the Background above is factually 
accurate.


