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Item No: C0314 Item 1 

Subject: MAYORAL MINUTE: SYDNEY AIRPORT MASTER PLAN   

File Ref: 4717/17054.14          

Councillors    
 

Background 
 
On 17 February 2014, the Infrastructure and Regional Development Minister, Warren Truss 
approved the Sydney Airport Master Plan 2033. 
 
The Master Plan has been prepared to manage Sydney Airports operations most notably a 
projected increase in passengers from 38 million last year to 78 million by 2033.  
 
In approving the Master Plan it has been reported that Mr Truss has stated that he disagrees 
with the projections used by Sydney Airport to conclude that there would be no need for a 
second airport by 2033. Specifically, he has stated that he “…thinks that their estimates are 
optimistic,” and that “there are no signs the airlines have the orders in for aircraft to deliver on 
the prediction”.  
 
The report goes on to note that Mr Truss believes that “within a couple of years there will be 
slots in the day that will be fully occupied.” The likelihood that this will mean increased 
nighttime movements is demonstrated by his expectation that, after public consultation, the 
number of „quieter‟ aircraft that may be allowed to land after the current curfew will be 
increased. 
 
In terms of aircraft noise the residents of Marrickville LGA are one of the most severely 
affected communities in the whole of Australia.  This has been recognised to date with the 
commitment to impose and retain strict curfews to limit in some way the extreme impact of 
aircraft noise on residential amenity.  The impacts reach well beyond Marrickville and all inner 
Sydney communities should be seriously concerned that the Minister has approved a Master 
Plan which has projected aircraft movements that he doesn‟t consider can be accommodated 
whilst at the same time flagging an expectation of increased movements beyond the curfew. 
Given that no decision has been made on a second airport for Sydney it is readily apparent 
that inner Sydney communities and mostly Marrickville Council residents would bear the brunt 
of increased aircraft movements outside of the current curfew. 
 
This outcome is not acceptable for our community and the Minister should not have approved 
the current Master Plan if he did not accept that its projections were accurate or achievable. 
Therefore, I call on Councillor‟s support to write to the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional 
Development to express strong dissatisfaction with his approval of the Master Plan in its 
current form, reject any changes in the number or type of aircraft movements beyond the 
current curfew and demand a second airport for Sydney as a matter of urgency. 
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MOTION: 
 
THAT:  

1. Council write to the Federal Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development 
and the Premier of NSW to: express strong dissatisfaction with approval of the 
Master Plan in its current form; note that Sydney Airport cannot cope with the 
projected demands; reject any changes in the number or type of aircraft movements 
beyond the current curfew; and demand a second airport for Sydney at Badgerys 
Creek as a matter of urgency; and 

2. the above correspondence is to be copied to all Ministers of the Federal 
Government, Shadow Ministers and surrounding Mayors. 

 
 

 
 
Clr Jo Haylen 
Mayor of Marrickville 
 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Nil. 




