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Item No: C0515 Item 27 

Subject: QUESTION ON NOTICE: BIKE PATHS ACROSS THE MARRICKVILLE 
LOCAL COUNCIL AREA    

File Ref: 12/4675/49281.15          

From Councillor Sylvie Ellsmore

MARRICKVILLE COUNCIL CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE

Questions may be put to Councillors and Council Employees 

28 (1) [Questions by a Councillor] A Councillor: 

  (a) may, through the chairperson, put a question to another Councillor; 
and

  (b) may, through the General Manager, put a question to a Council 
employee. [Regulation – clause 249]

 (2) [Reasonable notice] However, a Councillor or Council employee to whom a 
question is put is entitled to be given reasonable notice of the question and, 
in particular, sufficient notice to enable reference to be made to other 
persons or to documents. [Regulation – clause 249]

 (3) [Question to be put directly and without argument] The Councillor must put every 
such question directly, succinctly and without argument. [Regulation – clause 

249] 

(4) [Discussion not permitted] The chairperson must not permit discussion on any 
reply or refusal to reply to a question put to a Councillor or Council employee 
under this clause. [Regulation - clause  249]

(5) [Questions on notice] A Councillor may ask a Question on Notice of the 
General Manager or a Director in relation to matters other than those 
included on the Business Paper of the Council or relevant Committee. The 
Question on Notice may be lodged at any time and put to the next available 
appropriate meeting. Where a Councillor requires further information in 
relation to the answer provided, it is to be sought after the meeting. [Policy] 

Question

Bike paths across the Marrickville Local Council Area 

1. What strategies or plans does Marrickville Council have in place or under development 
to encourage cycling in the local area, including commuter cycling through the local 
area? Please provide details of the documents and where the public can access these 
documents.

2. What strategies or plans does Marrickville Council have in place or under development 
to support bike paths and increased cycling infrastructure in the local area?  Please 
provide details of the documents and where the public can access these documents.

3. What specific bike routes has Marrickville Council identified as priorities for 
development through the Marrickville Bicycle Strategy 2007-2017, including?  
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a. Regional Routes and  
b. Local Routes?  

 
Provide details including the names of routes, and where the public can download 
maps of the routes. 

 
4. What other bike routes has Marrickville Council identified or invested in, after the 

development of the 2007 Bike Strategy?  
Provide details including the names of routes, and where the public can download 
maps of the routes.  

Regional strategies and coordination with neighbouring Councils

5. What regional bike transport and bike strategies or plans does Marrickville Council 
have in place, or has committed to with other Councils?  Please provide details of the 
documents and where the public can access these documents

6. Which bike routes relate to:  

a. the Cooks River and  
b. the Greenway?  

7. In relation to the Greenway:  

a. What are the gaps or key sections to be built that have been identified, for the 
Marrickville LGA, and  

b. Which of these gaps have been identified as priorities? Please provide details.

8. What are the current or proposed bike strategies or plans for neighbouring Councils, 
including City of Sydney Council and Leichhardt Council? Please provide details of 
where these can be accessed, if known.

9. What are the bike path connections that cross Council boundaries into the Marrickville 
LGA, that are proposed or implemented under adjoining Council’s plans? Please 
provide details or a copy of, or link to, the bike paths maps if available.

10. What are the bike path connections that cross Council boundaries under Marrickville 
Council’s plans? 

Integrated transport  

11. Of the identified bike routes, which have any been integrated with recent train and light 
rail station upgrades, including:  
a. The Sydenham Station upgrade;  
b. The various light rail stops within the Marrickville LGA on the L1 Dulwich Hill line; 

and
c. The current Marrickville station upgrade   

Please provide details

12. What bike parking has been implemented at train stations inside the Marrickville LGA 
over the last three years?

13. What bike parking is proposed to be implemented in future years, under the draft 
Marrickville Council 2015-6 budget currently on display?  
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Implementation

14. Of the bike routes identified in the Marrickville Bike Strategy and late plans/ strategies, 
how many of these bike routes have been:  

a. Completed? Include names of the bike routes and dates completed.
b.  Partially completed? Include names for the routes, details as to approximately how 

much of these route has been completed, and estimated date for completion.
c.  Not at all completed? Include names for the routes and estimated date for 

completion? 

15. What has been the direct cost of completing the bike routes to date:  

a. For Council  
b. For the State Government (if any State funding was provided) 
c. For the Federal Government (if any Federal funding was provided) 
d. From other sources (if any)?  

16. What grants has Council recently received from the State or Federal Government to 
assist with the construction of bike paths?  

17. What other grants has Council applied for, but is yet to receive a response?  

18. What is the estimated cost for completing the bike routes which have not been 
completed, by bike path?

19. What funding within the Marrickville Council budget is dedicated to the completion of 
bike paths:  

a.  In the 2013-4 budget?  

b. In the 2014-5 (current) budget? Include details as to where the public can access 
Council’s budget papers 

c. In the draft 2015-6 (draft) budget currently on display? Include details as to where 
the public can access Council’s budget papers 

20. Of the identified bike routes which routes include separated cycleways? Provide 
details.  

21. Does this include funding for general road and footpath upgrades?  
If yes, please provide details of which of the listed footpaths and roads earmarked for 
upgrade relate to which bike routes 

22. What funding within the Marrickville Council budget is dedicated to urgent road repairs 
on bike paths (ie funding for urgent bike, black spot fixes such as potholes which could 
be dangerous for cyclists):  

a.  In the 2013-4 budget?  
b. In the 2014-5 (current) budget? Include details as to where the public can access 

Council’s budget papers 
c. In the draft 2015-6 (draft) budget currently on display? Include details as to where 

the public can access Council’s budget papers 
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Answer 

Manager, Planning Services Comments: 

1. What strategies or plans does Marrickville Council have in place or under 
development to encourage cycling in the local area, including commuter cycling 
through the local area? Please provide details of the documents and where the 
public can access these documents.

The Marrickville Bicycle Strategy was adopted in 2007 and sets outs Council’s plans 
for encouraging more cycling in the local area.  The Strategy connects directly with the 
Community Strategic Plan and is supported by several other Council documents that 
have cycling-related objectives, such as the Integrated Transport Strategy (2007) and 
the Recreation Needs Study (2012).  All documents are available to the public on 
Council’s website at: http://www.marrickville.nsw.gov.au/en/council/forms-and-
publications/council-plans/. 

2. What strategies or plans does Marrickville Council have in place or under 
development to support bike paths and increased cycling infrastructure in the 
local area?  Please provide details of the documents and where the public can 
access these documents.

As above. 

3. What specific bike routes has Marrickville Council identified as priorities for 
development through the Marrickville Bicycle Strategy 2007-2017, including?

 
a. Regional Routes and  
b. Local Routes?  

 
Provide details including the names of routes, and where the public can download 
maps of the routes. 

 
The Marrickville Bicycle Strategy includes a mapped network of 12 Regional Routes, 
20 Local Routes and 13 Local Links.  Route maps are within the Strategy document 
itself and can also be downloaded separately.  All information on these routes is 
available within the Strategy, which is available to download on Council’s website: 
http://www.marrickville.nsw.gov.au/en/council/forms-and-publications/council-
plans/bicycle-strategy/.  See attached for a full list (with descriptions) of Regional 
Routes, Local Routes and Local Links. 

Elements of the Marrickville Bicycle Strategy’s regional network are also identified in 
the NSW Government’s key cycling plan for Sydney, the 2013 Sydney’s Cycling 
Future, available at: http://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/cycling.  Many are also identified 
within the 2010 Inner Sydney Regional Bike Plan available at: 
http://www.sydneycycleways.net/resources/strategy-research/.

 

4. What other bike routes has Marrickville Council identified or invested in, after the 
development of the 2007 Bike Strategy?  
Provide details including the names of routes, and where the public can 
download maps of the routes.

Council’s main objective has been to implement those routes identified in the 2007 
Bicycle Strategy however additional routes have been identified across the Cooks 
River at Beaman Park and Tempe where new/improved crossings are being 
developed.
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Furthermore, in addition to those routes identified in the Bicycle Strategy, there is a 
commitment within the Strategy to consider bicycle movements when carrying out 
works on all streets, including those streets that are not part of the Strategy network. 

Regional strategies and coordination with neighbouring Councils

5. What regional bike transport and bike strategies or plans does Marrickville 
Council have in place, or has committed to with other Councils?  Please provide 
details of the documents and where the public can access these documents

The Inner Sydney Regional Bike Plan was developed in 2010 (and options for updating 
are currently being reviewed) and is available at: 
http://www.sydneycycleways.net/resources/strategy-research/.  The GreenWay 
Missing Links Study is currently in draft form and identifies the sections of the 
GreenWay that are uncompleted at present; it will be available on Council’s website 
once adopted. 

6. Which bike routes relate to:  

a. the Cooks River and  
b. the Greenway?

Regional Route 11 relates to the Cooks River and runs along the river from Illawarra 
Road to Princes Highway plus a loop around Tempe Reserve and connections across 
the Cooks River to Rockdale and Canterbury at either end of the LGA. 

Regional Route 01 relates to the GreenWay, running from the Cooks River to Iron 
Cove connecting into cycle routes in Ashfield, Canterbury and Leichhardt. 

7. In relation to the Greenway:  

a. What are the gaps or key sections to be built that have been identified, 
for the Marrickville LGA, and

b. Which of these gaps have been identified as priorities? Please provide 
details.

The GreenWay Missing Links Study (currently in draft form) identifies all sections of the 
GreenWay that are uncompleted at present.  Within the Marrickville LGA this includes 
the following sections (the brackets after each section indicate the level of priority that 
has been assigned to the link): 

Cooks River to Jack Shanahan Park (medium/low) 
Jack Shanahan Park to Hercules Street (medium) 
New Canterbury Road to Constitution Road (medium) 
Arlington LR Stop to Hoskins Park (medium) 
Crossing of Old Canterbury Road (high) 
Old Canterbury Road to Longport Street (high) 
Crossing of Longport Street (high) 
Crossing of Parramatta Road (medium/high) 

8. What are the current or proposed bike strategies or plans for neighbouring 
Councils, including City of Sydney Council and Leichhardt Council? Please 
provide details of where these can be accessed, if known. 
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City of Sydney: Cycle Strategy & Action Plan (2007-2017) available at 
http://www.sydneycycleways.net/resources/strategy-research/ . 
Leichhardt Council: Bicycle Strategy (2007) available at: 
http://www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au/Recreation/Walking-and-Cycling/Cycling-Routes;
Draft Bike Plan (2015) available at: www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au/BikePlanConsult  
Canterbury Council recently commenced development of a new Bike Plan. 
Rockdale and Ashfield do not currently have Bicycle Strategies in place. 

9. What are the bike path connections that cross Council boundaries into the 
Marrickville LGA, that are proposed or implemented under adjoining Council’s 
plans? Please provide details or a copy of, or link to, the bike paths maps if 
available.

Canterbury: Bayview Avenue, Illawarra Road, Beaman Park Cooks River Bridge, 
Wardell Road, Garnett Street/Tennent Parade; map available at: 
http://www.canterbury.nsw.gov.au/Discover/Parks-sporting-community-
facilities/Cycling-Walking-Tracks  
Ashfield: Prospect Road, James Street, Spencer Street, Edward Street, Smith 
Street, Grosvenor Crescent; map available at: 
http://www.ashfield.nsw.gov.au/page/cycling1.html  
Leichhardt: Tebbutt Street, Flood Street, Elswick Street, Norton Street, Balmain 
Road, Catherine Street, Whites Creek, Young Street, Johnston Street, Nelson 
Street; map available at: http://www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au/Recreation/Walking-and-
Cycling/Cycling-Routes
City of Sydney: Prospect Street/Campbell Street, Wilson Street/Erskineville Road, 
Angel Street/Gowrie Street, Bray Street/Concord Street, Sydney Park Road; map 
available at: www.sydneycycleways.net  
Rockdale: Airport Drive, Princes Highway/Cahill Park; map available at: 
https://www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au/Pages/onthego.aspx 

10. What are the bike path connections that cross Council boundaries under 
Marrickville Council’s plans? 

Illawarra Road, Beaman Park Cooks River Bridge, Wardell Road, Garnett 
Street/Tennent Parade, Windsor Road/Spencer Street/Edward Street, Longport Street, 
West Street, Catherine Street, Church Street, Mary Street, Darley Street/Lord Street, 
Tempe Reserve, Princes Highway. 

Integrated transport  

11. Of the identified bike routes, which have any been integrated with recent train 
and light rail station upgrades, including:
a. The Sydenham Station upgrade;  
b. The various light rail stops within the Marrickville LGA on the L1 Dulwich 

Hill line; and
c. The current Marrickville station upgrade   

Please provide details

Sydenham Station: no integration 
Light Rail stops: plans to improve connectivity Dulwich Hill to Marrickville Station; plans 
to improve connectivity along the GreenWay from all stops (see Question 7) 

Marrickville Station: plans to improve connectivity along Illawarra Road immediately in 
front of the station; improvements are now in place along Myrtle Street to improve 
connectivity to the Cooks River; plans to improve connectivity to Dulwich Hill Station. 
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12. What bike parking has been implemented at train stations inside the Marrickville 
LGA over the last three years?  

In the last three years improvements have been made to cycle parking at Stanmore, 
Petersham and Sydenham Stations as well as at Lewisham West, Waratah Mills, 
Arlington, Dulwich Grove and Dulwich Hill LR Stops 

13. What bike parking is proposed to be implemented in future years, under the draft 
Marrickville Council 2015-6 budget currently on display?  

More/improved cycle parking is proposed at numerous stations across the LGA with 
some works being developed in partnership with Transport for NSW.  More cycle 
parking is also planned to be installed throughout the LGA at local centres and other 
hubs/attractors. 

Manager, Infrastructure Planning and Property Comments:

Implementation

14. Of the bike routes identified in the Marrickville Bike Strategy and late plans/ 
strategies, how many of these bike routes have been:  

a. Completed? Include names of the bike routes and dates completed.
 

While the Marrickville Bicycle Strategy 2007, adopted by a previous Council, was a 
means of defining and articulating Council’s vision for bicycle routes within the 
Council area, it was acknowledged at that time to be largely aspirational as the 
significant funds required to implement it were not readily at hand.  However, 
having an adopted bike plan in place was essential if Council hoped to attract 
external funding for bicycle facilities and works. 

Since 2007, Council has had considerable success in attracting RMS funding for 
improvements.  Having an adopted Bicycle Strategy has influenced a successful 
outcome with approved grant funding for Active Transport facilities works, including 
bike facilities, in excess of $600,000. 

Regional Route 11 (Cooks River Cycleway) has been built in sections from 2008-
2012.  An outstanding project, to contain the tidal inundation at the Kendrick Park 
railway underpass, is in the draft 2015/2016 Capital Works program after Council 
received advice of a successful Greenspace Program grant application. 

Regional Route 5 (Camperdown to Cooks River) has been substantially completed 
between 2012 and 2014. The remaining bike lantern installations, proposed at 
Cardigan St & Salisbury Rd and Philip St & Enmore Rd, are part of a successful 
grant application and will be completed 2015/2016.  

b. Partially completed? Include names for the routes, details as to 
approximately how much of these route has been completed, and estimated 
date for completion.

Approximately 50% of Regional Route 7 has been completed between Newtown & 
Petersham.  The current year implementation due for completion is the contra-flow 
arrangement at Mary St and Eliza St, Newtown.  Council has endorsed concept 
plans for the balance of the route between Petersham and Ashfield.   
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A successful RMS grant for 2015/2016 for planning of the route between 
Petersham and Newtown will commence next financial year. 

Small increments of all routes have been completed through the implementation of 
the previous (1996) Bicycle Strategy and through miscellaneous works that have 
been undertaken to address particular issues. 

c. Not at all completed? Include names for the routes and estimated date for 
completion?

Council has completed around 11km of the approximately 95km of the proposed 
routes in the Marrickville Bicycle Strategy 2007.  This is equivalent to 
approximately 11.5% of the network. 

15. What has been the direct cost of completing the bike routes to date:  

a. For Council  
b. For the State Government (if any State funding was provided) 
c. For the Federal Government (if any Federal funding was provided) 
d. From other sources (if any)?  

Actuals spent on Bicycle Facilities from 2006/07 to 2013/14 (inclusive) were 
funded as follows: 

a. Council     $2,057,000 
b. State Government   $  998,000 
c. Federal Government    $   307,000 
d. Section 94 Traffic Management  $     53,000 

TOTAL: $3,415,000 

16. What grants has Council recently received from the State or Federal Government 
to assist with the construction of bike paths?  

The following grant funding has been approved for priority cycleway routes in 
2015/16:

Cycleway Planning (no construction): 
o RR02 - Marrickville Station to Dulwich Hill Cycleway 

o RR07 - Petersham to Newtown Cycleway 

o LR03 - Livingstone Road to Frazer Street Cycleway 

o LR16 - Livingstone Road to Addison Road Cycleway  

Cycleway construction   
o RR12 Cooks River bridge crossing priority regional link using the 

services structure next to the Princes Highway.   
o RR11 Botany Cycle link through rail underpass in Kendrick Park  

17. What other grants has Council applied for, but is yet to receive a response?  

Council has received responses to all current grant applications. 

18. What is the estimated cost for completing the bike routes which have not been 
completed, by bike path?  

Refer to the document Route Implementation, Staging and Cost Estimates available on 
Council’s Bicycle Strategy webpage.  Note that the cost estimates are preliminary and 
prepared without the benefit of any detailed site investigation and design.   
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Experience indicates that actual costs are often higher. 

Project costs will have escalated since the Bike Strategy was adopted in 2007 due to 
CPI and other forces impacting on project delivery costs.  Construction costs are 
generally several percent higher than the ALL Groups CPI.  Estimated costs have been 
based on conceptual information and, hence, further planning and detailed designs will 
be required to develop suitable solutions based on current Australian Standards and 
road layouts before confirming estimates of cost. 

In 2013 Council’s Resourcing Strategy identified that the remaining Bicycle Strategy 
works were estimated at approximately $7,000,000 (in 2015 dollars), subject to 
planning, detailed investigation and design.  At that time a target date of 2023 was 
chosen for completion of the 2007 Bicycle Strategy works.  Council has historically 
allocated $300,000 per annum to implementing bike facilities.  It is also considered that 
an average $300,000 per annum can be sourced from Council’s s94-funded 
“Greenstreets” Program for walking and cycling facilities.  The expenditure for the 
“Greenstreets” program has been factored in to commence in Council’s LTFP in 
2019/20 financial year with a view to reconsider the priority of works with the 
development of the Public Domain Strategy. Therefore an annual shortfall of $400,000, 
has been identified in the Resourcing Strategy to complete the program by 2023.  It is 
emphasized that these estimates are preliminary and are likely to vary when 
further planning, detailed investigation and designs are undertaken. 

19. What funding within the Marrickville Council budget is dedicated to the 
completion of bike paths:

a. In the 2013-4 budget?  

b. In the 2014-5 (current) budget? Include details as to where the public can 
access Council’s budget papers 

c. In the draft 2015-6 (draft) budget currently on display? Include details as to 
where the public can access Council’s budget papers 

The allocations are as follows: 

Capital Works –Bicycle 
Facilities

Budget Allocation 
($)

2013/14 Budget $455,619 
2014/15 Budget $360,000 
2015/16 Budget $949,000 

Full details of Council’s 2015-16 draft budget, including the current Operating 
and Capital Budget, are available on Council’s website at: 

http://www.marrickville.nsw.gov.au/en/council/forms-and-publications/main-
plans/ 

http://yoursaymarrickville.com.au/have-your-say-about-councils-services-and-
priorities-for-the-next-four-years/documents 
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20. Of the identified bike routes, which routes include separated cycleways? Provide 
details.

No separated cycleways are planned for construction in 2015/2016.  

21. Does this include funding for general road and footpath upgrades?  
If yes, please provide details of which of the listed footpaths and roads 
earmarked for upgrade relate to which bike routes 
 
No separated cycleways are planned for construction in 2015/2016. 

22. What funding within the Marrickville Council budget is dedicated to urgent road 
repairs on bike paths (i.e. funding for urgent bike, black spot fixes such as 
potholes which could be dangerous for cyclists):  

a. In the 2013-4 budget?  

b. In the 2014-5 (current) budget? Include details as to where the public can 
access Council’s budget papers 

Council does not currently have a separate cost centre for maintenance of cycleways.  
Such maintenance is charged to either road or footpath maintenance in the Operating 
Budget.

23. In the draft 2015-6 (draft) budget currently on display?  Include details as to 
where the public can access Council’s budget papers 

The current Operating and Capital Budget is available on Council’s website at 
http://www.marrickville.nsw.gov.au/en/council/forms-and-publications/main-
plans/

http://yoursaymarrickville.com.au/have-your-say-about-councils-services-and-
priorities-for-the-next-four-years/documents

ATTACHMENTS

Nil.


