
The Greens want to protect the historic 
buildings of the Inner West. The Inner West  
has a unique character which is formed by 
the Victorian, Federation and Inter–war 
buildings that that were built in the late 
18th and early 19th century. The Greens 
believe that the Inner West should be re-
garded as one large conservation or charac-
ter area where all our historic buildings are 
seen as significant, contributory and worthy 
of some protection. We need to protect and 
celebrate our built heritage for ourselves 
and for wider Sydney.      

One great way to protect our historic buildings 
is the creation of Heritage Conservation Areas 
(HCA’s). HCA’s don’t stop residents from doing 
alterations and additions or building a granny 
flats, but protect buildings from outright demo-
lition, without any reference to the Council’s 
planning policies. 

One of the greatest dangers to our historic 
houses are the state government’s State Envi-
ronmental Planning Policies (SEPPS). The SEPP’s 
allow historic houses, that aren’t in HCA’s, to be 
demolished without regard to Council’s develop-
ment policies. 

The Low Cost Diversity Housing SEPP was re-
cently foisted on Council and seriously under-
mines Council’s ability to protect our historical 
buildings. Unfortunately, some previous council-
lors have worked with the state government to 
reduce HCA’s and heritage protection, particu-
larly in the Marrickville area.
 

Heritage Conservation 
We need more!

   
The Greens will work to:

Protect the Inner Wests’ built 
heritage and historic suburbs.
Create more Heritage Conserva-
tion Areas (HCA’s)
Lobby the State Government to 
make HCA’s easier to acheive
Increase heritage listings 
Create a Heritage Unit within 
Council 
Support residents to retain and 
maintain their historic houses 
through planning incentives
Initiate a blue plaque program to  
better display our built heritage
 Ensure that sites of Aboriginal 
signifigance are protected
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Hercules Street passes over the light rail line just to the south of Dulwich Grove Station.  Access to the 
station is from Canterbury Road. From there existing pedestrian access to Hercules Street is by a path on 
the Western side of the rail line, above and outside the corridor (fig 3). 

The preferred “short-term option” is for the pathway to climb out of the corridor from the south, then 
move west onto Hercules Street, cross at the existing pedestrian crossing (fig 4) and then to head north 
connecting to the existing elevated pedestrian path. It then descends again into the corridor by a new ramp 
on the west of the station. This is particularly unsatisfactory as it would force pedestrians out of the 
corridor, significantly impeding their safe and easy travel within the corridor (see attachment fig.A) It would 
also force pathway-users who wanted to bypass Dulwich Hill to ascend and descend steep ramps rather 
than simply ride-on-through at grade. It represents a significant departure from the GreenWay vision. 

hercules street - dulwich grove

Fig.3 Hercules Street above Dulwich Grove Station

5.12 Tunnel under 
Hercules Street 
(Long term option)

5.11 Upgrade existing 
at grade crossing and 
ramp coming out of the 
corridor (Short term)

Fig.4 Hercules Street showing the “Long term option” 
built inside the rail corridor and the “Short term” 
crossing.

“As we come out of the Covid 19 pandemic the State 
Government should be getting on with ‘shovel ready’ 
projects not continuing ‘grants rorts’. 
This infrastructure will be used for over 100 years. It is 
important that the best possible cycleway is built.”

 Dylan Griffiths
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Fig 1. Victorian House in Marrickville, now demolished to make way 
for contemporary duplexes

    The Greens Position



Fig 2. Marrickville Suburb with very few Heritage Conservation Area’s 
in red hatch.
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The Greens will create a specialist heritage unit 
in Council’s planning division to oversee Council’s 
support for the community to protect our herit-
age buildings. The heritage unit will undertake the 
necessary work to justify the creation of HCAs. It 
will constantly push the State Government to make 
heritage protection less difficult and expensive.    

The Greens will support the expansion of the Na-
tional Trust plaque system and more interpretive 
signage on our streets.  A blue plaque program will 
unlock the hidden history of the Inner West 

The Greens will expedite the Lilyfield heritage con-
servation review.  A 2004 Leichhardt heritage report 
recommended an expansion of existing heritage 
conservation areas in Lilyfield to cover the entire 
Cambell’s and Austenham Estate boundaries. The 
Greens will expedite the Lilyfield heritage conserva-
tion area to ensure local buildings are protected. 

The Greens will champion Heritage Protection Leg-
islation at all levels of government to protect places 
like Yasmar and Callan Park and the Garden Suburb 
of Haberfield. The former Marrickville Council area 
lost many of it’s draft HCA’s in the 2011 LEP review. 
Marrickville is denuded of heritage protection (fig 
2). The Greens will work hard to restore these HCA’s.

The Greens will dedicate resources in council to am-
plify the community’s desire to protect First Nations 
Heritage.

Regular and skilled maintenance is essential to pre-
serve heritage buildings and the history embodied in 
them. The Greens will ensure Council does more to 
support and educate residents, providing a technical 
advice program to support the owners of heritage 
buildings to better maintain and protect them. 

If elected The Greens councillors on the Inner West 
Council will work to make sure Council’s policies 
give proper protection to our historic buildings. The 
Greens will also campaign for the State Government 
to approve new Heritage Conservation Areas, 
especially in Marrickville where they are most 
needed. 

The Greens have a separate 
policy paper that seeks to give 
ordinary Inner West home owners 
greater ability to develop their 
property without demolishing the 
existing heritage building. (figs 3&4)

“We know it can be done!” 
Justine Langford for Marrickville 
Ward (Midjuburi)

Fig 4. Petersham Road Houses retained with secondary 
dwellings at the rear.

Fig 3. Petersham Road House: retained and subdivided.
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protect and celebrate 
our built heritage


